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School District mulls
start time changes

By Leah Shaffer

The Eden Prairie School Dis-
trictis looking at changes to its
school start times that would
allow four elementary schools
to start at the same time (8:55
a.m.) and add 15 minutes to the
K-6 school day.

Before a decision is made,
though, district staff islooking
to get feedback from parents.
The proposed schedule change
would move the Central Middle
School start time to 7:50 a.m.,
(currently it’s 9 a.m.) and push
back the Oak Point Intermedi-
ate School and Eagle Heights
Spanish Immersion start times
t09:25 a.m. Oak Point currently
starts its day at 7:50 and Eagle
Heights starts at 8:25 a.m.

According to Patricia Mag-
nuson, the executive director
of business services, staff
looks at the issue of start times
every year. This year, because
of efficiencies in bus routing,
the district has been able to
figure out a way to do some-
thing different “that we think
is probably a better framework
for the educational day.”

Want to offer
feedback?

The Eden Prairie School
District will be taking
feedback on this issue
until Nov. 19. If you want to
share your thoughts about
a possible change in the
school start times, e-mail
communications @ edenpr.
org or call 952-975-7150.
The district plans to make
a decision before winter
break.

“Now, we’ll see if people
agree with us on that,” she
added.

For a number of years, the
district has been switching
the start times for elementary
schools, so that two of the five
schools start at a different time
from the others. For instance,
this year, Eden Lake and Prai-
rie View start at 9:25 a.m.
while the three others start
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School Day School Day

Start Time End Time

Current  Proposed Current  Proposed
High School 7:55 755 2:40 240
Middle School 9:00 7:50 323 213
Forest Hills 8:35 855 2:45 320
Cedar Ridge 8:35 8:55 2:45  3:20
Eden Lake 9:25 855 335 320
Prairie View 9:25 855 335 320
Oak Point 750 925 2:00 350
Eagle Heights (3-4) 9:25 3:50
Eagle Heights (K-2) 835  9:25 2:45  3:50

Note: The change would add 15 minutes to the K-6 school day.
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Two offers expected for
Smith-Douglas-More house

By Leah Shaffer

Two proposed lease offers for
the Smith-Douglas-More house
will likely be presented to the
Eden Prairie City Council dur-
ing Tuesday’s meeting.

One will be a second proposal
from the franchise owner of the
Dunn Bros. coffee shop.

Owner Ann Schuster’s previ-
ous lease offer, which included
paying rent under the same
terms the business has paid this
year, was rejected by a majority
on the City Council in August.
According to Economic Develop-
ment Manager Dave Lindahl, he
hasreceived one other proposal,
which would be for a restaurant
called “Café Ficelle.”

Lindahl is still reviewing
those proposals this week and
could not offer more details.

During the previous City
Council meeting, Mayor Phil
Young addressed some of the
concern that has bubbled up
over the issue. Young noted that
the city had a five-year lease that
ended last year and received a
lease proposal last November
“that was substantially lower
in dollar amounts” than the first
lease. It came at a time when the
council really didn’t have much
of an option, so it agreed to it,
he noted.

This year, when the council
received a report that the tenant
had proposed renewing the lease

What: City Council
meeting

When: 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 18

Where: The City Center,
8080 Mitchell Road

on the same terms as last year,
the council decided to reject
those terms as being too low:

“We had not tested the mar-
ketplace,” he said.

Young said he didn’t think
this council ever contemplated
closing the building, selling it,
or that come January, the house
would be boarded up.

“That wasn’t part of the dis-
cussion - it never was.”

Students share concerns

Among the group of citizens
concerned about the Dunn Bros.’
fate are high school students
who make use of the coffee shop
as their gathering space.

One of those students, Sam
Flancher, noted that he can show
up there and will see people he
knows.

“It’s just a great place to do
homework too,” he said.

Stephanie Vilendrer said
the city should think about cre-
ative ways to utilize the coffee
house as it already is, such as
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Poto BY KARLA WENNERSTROM

Webelos from Pack 479 in Eden Prairie assisted with holding flags during the Veterans Memorial Dedication event
Sunday. The Eden Prairie Veterans Memorial Committee first met on March 30, 2006. Today the memorial stands at

Purgatory Creek Park.

® For more photos from the event, see page 12.

Two EP companies, King, win Tekne Awards

Starkey Labs, GE Capital Solutions Fleet Services honored for technological innovations

By John Molene

Eden Prairie companies
are no strangers to innova-
tive technologies. And no
strangers to winning Tekne
Awards.

The Tekne Awards, the
Minnesota High Tech Associa-
tion (MHTA)’s program which
annually honors the best and
brightest companies and indi-
viduals advancing innovation
in science and technology in
Minnesota, named two Eden
Prairie winners this year —
Starkey Labs and GE Capital
Solutions Fleet Services.

Eden Prairie resident Rick
King, executive vice president
and chief operations officer
of Eagan-based Thompson
North American Legal and
Thomson West, was honored
with the 2008 Technology Ex-
ecutive of the Year award.

King was pleased to win
the Tekne Award, but he cer-
tainly wasn’t surprised so
many Eden Prairie companies
have been honored, year after
year.

“Eden Prairie is home of
a lot of innovative start-ups,”
he said.

Judges selected one recipi-

ent out of the three finalists in
each of 17 Tekne Awards cat-
egories, recognizing the best
and brightest in development,
education, commercialization
and management of technol-
ogy.

Company awards included
separate categories for small
and growing businesses (with
annual revenues under $50
million) and established busi-
nesses (with annual revenues
of $50 million or more). In addi-
tion, two new awards were pre-
sented this year: Technology
Executive of the Year Award
and a Cleantech Award.
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Rick King, chief operations officer of Eagan-based Thompson Reuters, was honored
with a Technology Executive of the Year award. King is standing in a $55 million
state-of-the-art data center he commissioned. The data center both enabled product
technology development and created company savings.

King wins
inaugural
executive award

King leads Thomson North
American Legal, part of the
Legal segment within The
Thomson Corp. and a foremost
provider of electronic work-
flow solutions to the U.S. legal
profession, according to the
company. King directs the op-
erations group, which includes
the technology, customer expe-
rience, content operations and
editorial, business integration,
managed technology services,
event and trade show planning,
community and government
relations, diversity and manu-
facturing, distribution and
engineering applications.

Last year, King commis-
sioned a $55 million state-of-the-
art data center, which enables
product technology develop-
ment and saves the company
$17 million annually.

“Building the data center
gives us more power and more
space,” King said. “We can
now serve 28,000 concurrent
users. ... What we have to do is
stay ahead of the curve. ... We
have to have enough capacity to
deliver the information our cli-
ents need. This is the lifeblood
of dealing our product to our
customers.”

“The data center is probably
the most visible part,” King
added, of why he thought he
was awarded the Tekne Award.
“The other part is leadership
and working to make the state a
better high technology state.”

He is a longtime advocate of
STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math) educa-
tion and was recently asked by
Gov. Tim Pawlenty to be the
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| A witness to
suburban growth

Southwest News-
papers president to
retire.
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m Colorful story

‘Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat’ starts this
weekend.
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W Streak stopper

Blaine’s 28-24 state
quarterfinal win over
Eden Prairie ended a 39-
game (longest in school
history) win streak.
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